
 

 

1. Be Attentive 
Greet students and parents outside the door of the classroom every week. Address them by 
name. This encounter helps develop a personal relationship with students and it is a way to 
express to them you care. Just as important as greeting them at the beginning is saying goodbye 
to each student as they leave each session. 

2. Establish Clear Expectations 
Work with students to create a set of clear, easy-to-follow expectations for acceptable behavior 
incorporating the rules from safe environment requirements.  Allowing students to participate in 
the process increases their ownership in what is expected. Develop a class agreement, have each 
student sign it, and routinely go over expectations and consequences. 

3. Model Behavior 
Model the behavior you expect from your students. Pray for your students and with your students. 
When you do something wrong, take responsibility and apologize. 

4. Use Teachable Moments 
When a behavior needs to be corrected, treat student with respect and understanding. Never 
engage in a contest of wills. Allow the student to own the behavior by asking direct questions, i.e. 
How was the behavior wrong? Why are you acting out? What could you do differently? Etc.  Always 
give students a graceful way to rejoin the class when they are ready to behave, but also be clear 
on expectations.   

5. Create an Environment for praying, learning, and experiencing  

Study the program manuals, whether it is new or old to you. Become familiar with the format of 
each lesson and the overall content of the program. Make a plan for each class including how 
students sit, move around, interact, and share. Make sure you have enough extra material or 
activity to fill the time allotted. Creating a routine helps in the planning process and helps 
students know what to expect. 

6. Creative Learning 
Students who are engaged and actively participating in a session are more likely to learn and 
understand content and less likely to misbehave. To help students engage use hands-on activities 
and other age-appropriate learning experiences, with art, books, puzzles, music, nature, games, 
videos, etc. Activities and lessons that encourage social skills are also integral in their formation.  
Help them recognize how our faith is connected to our daily lives. God can be found all around us. 

7. Make Prayer the Experience 
Involve students in every aspect of prayer and incorporate prayer throughout your session. 
Create a prayer space that is inviting for prayer and making prayer central to all experiences. 
Help students prayerfully reflect on their relationship with God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 



 

Setting up a classroom: 
 

1. Arrive early 

Arrive 15 minutes early to: 

• Check in with Director 
• Check for communication 
• Arrange classroom  
• Check supplies 
• Personal prayer 

2. How to set up a classroom for learning: 

• Based on a session, what is the optimal layout for furniture for teaching, learning, activities, prayer. 
• What supplies are needed? 
• Are there any student(s) with special needs? 

3. How to set up a classroom for praying: 

• Create a prayerful space. Pay attention to liturgical colors and special days celebrated in the 
Church. 

• Provide bibles, cross/crucifix, rosaries, prayer books, devotional books  
• Display art that enhances the prayer space but also provides an opportunity to teach. Frequently 

change art pieces as the special days/seasons of the church calendar change. 

4. Check supplies. 

What do you need for a successful class? 

o Books – bibles, workbook, church teaching, prayer,  
o Religious materials 

▪ Cross, Rosary, etc. 
o Arts and crafts 

▪ Scissors, crayons, paper, etc. 
o Games / Activities 

 


